General Summary

before August I2th, Vienna nevertheless declared war
on Serbia as early as July 28th. Vienna took this decision
at the instance of Berlin., by whom she had been strongly
urged to end the Entente's attempts at conciliatory
intervention by zfait accompli. On the next day Belgrade,
the capital of Serbia (abandoned by the Serbian Govern-
ment, which had withdrawn into the interior of the
country), was bombarded.

XI
As a sequel to Austria's declaration of war on Serbia
Russia decided to mobilize part of her army against
Austria. The Russian military authorities considered this
partial mobilization dangerous, because it dislocated the
plan for general mobilization, which had been drafted
solely on the basis of mobilization against both Austria
and Germany combined; and they regarded as certain
Germany's entrance into the war alongside Austria. After
hesitating and changing his mind, the Czar ended by
giving the order for general mobilization. This decision
was due not only to the technical arguments of the
military High Command, but also to a communication
from the German ambassador, who required the St.
Petersburg Government to cancel its military prepara-
tions if it desired to avoid German participation in the
conflict. And apart from the fact that this intimation was
contrary to the assurance earlier given by the Wilhelra-
strasse to the effect that it had no objection to Russia's
partial mobilization, it was presented in such a manner
as to give Sazonov the impression that it was intended
as a threat.
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